SUCCESSIVE MINISTERS OF HYDERABAD

IN the year 1724 a battle was fought near the town of Shaker Kherah in
Berar, about eight miles from Aurangabad. A dozen or so of the
principal elephants in the army of Mubariz Daula turned tail and most
of the troops of Mubariz Daula were routed. There was a commotion
and the rear guard was on the point of giving way when one, Deanath Khan,
who being ill that day was stationed in the rear with fifty or sixty horsemen,
prevented them from dispersing. Deanath Khan, being a man of benevolent
disposition, assisted many who had been plundered with medicines, money

and provisions.   As soon  as Asaf Jah had settled Aurangabad and the
adjacent districts he moved on to Hyderabad, whence he sent for

DEANATH KHAN 1724 to 1736

and in consideration of the help he had rendered, appointed him as Dewan

of the Deccan.   After working as Dewan for a  period of twelve years
Deanath Khan resigned in the year 1736.

ANWARULLAH KHAN 1736 to 1742

Anwarullah Khan was then appointed Dewan. As repeated summons
came from the Emperor asking the Nizam to come to Delhi, he left Hydera-
bad in the year 1736 appointing his son Nasir Jung to act for him till his
return. In 1739 while Asaf Jah was still at Delhi, Nadir Shah invaded India,
entered and plundered Delhi killing about 1,20,000 persons and carried from
Delhi priceless jewels, including the Peacock Throne, studded with
inestimable jewels and diamonds, on the adornment of which the former
kings of India had spent an amount equal to two millions sterling (according

to   prevent purchasing power of money   equal to   something   like six
millions.)

At Hyderabad, Naser Jung, intoxicated by power and youth, withdrew
himself from obedience to his venerable father and without consulting him
removed various officers and appointed others in their stead. Anwarullah
Khan, the Dewan, saw no alternative but to obey and arranged matters
according to the will of his master's son till by degrees affairs reached such
a high pitch that through the corrupt advice of certain companions, Naser
Jung gave away the Jaghirs which belonged to the Nizam to any one he
pleased. Anwarullah Khan having become ill took leave of absence and
went to Burhanpore where, all remedies having failed, he died in the year
1742 and was buried at the shrine of Shah Burhanuddin. After his death
Naser Jung is said to have conferred the office of Dewan on one
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